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Monster study guide

Pgs. 1-19
1. How old is Steve Harmon?

2. Why is he in jail? How does he feel about his life right now?

3. Why does he decide to write a movie script? What would you do in a similar
situation?

4. Why does Steve name his movie script Monster?

5. If he is found guilty, what could his severest punishment be?

Pgs.20-43
6. What four people are accused of participating in the crime? What is the role Steve
allegedly played?

7. Out of the four accused people, who is supposedly directly tied to the cigarettes?

8. What is Zinzi's reason for informing? How do Briggs and O'Brien cast doubt on his
testimony? If you were a juror, would you believe him?

9. What is the purpose of the flashback on pgs. 41-43. (Steve and his friend throwing the
rocks)

Pgs.45-58
10. Summarize Steve's feelings about jail. How would you feel if you were Steve?

11. Who is Bolden? What did you learn about him from his testimony?



12. What do you learn fonn the flashback on pgs. 49-51 ? (the neighborhood people
hanging out on the steps ... ) Why do you think this is important to the plot?

13. If you were a juror, what impact would Bolden's testimony have on you?

Pgs.59-88
14. Why does Steve think the prosecution calls on witnesses such as Zinzi and Bolden?

15. Explain Steve's dream. Why do you think this is significant?

16. Explain a time in your life when you resented "life as usual" when you were
experiencing personal trauma.

17. Summarize Detective KaryI's testimony.

18. How did the detective trace the crime to Bobo Evans, James King and Steve
Harmon?

19. Why doesn't O'Brien think the trial is going well?

20. Who is Osvaldo Cruz? Summarize his incriminating testimony. Would you believe
him? Why or why not?



Pgs 89-113
21. Summarize Steve's journal entry on p. 89-98. How do you think the trial effects

the junior high students who attend? How would it effect you?

22. Why does O'Brien want Steve to look at the pictures? What effect do they have
on Steve?

23. What roles did Osvaldo and Steve allegedly play in the crime?

24. Briggs says that the prosecutor has given Osvaldo two choices? What were
they?

25.What impression of Osvaldo do you have based on his testimony?

26. What does O'Brien reveal about Osvaldo during her cross-examinations? How
does this effect at least one of the jurors?

27. Do you thing Steve's father believes he is innocent? Why or why not?

Pgs.115-126
28. How does O'Brien think the case is going for Steve? Why?

29. How does Steve hear about the crime? How does he react?

30. Give the details of the crime according to the newscaster.

31.. How does Steve's situation effect his family? Think about his dad's visit to jail
and the arrest in front of his mom and brother. How would your family react?

33. Although Steve did not pull the trigger, do you think he is guilty of any crime?
Explain.
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34. What cheap trick does Petrocelli use? What effect do you think. this will have on the
jurors?

35. Why does Steve feel h loses his identity in jail?

36. According to his journal entry, what causes Steve to get involved with the others in
planning the robbery?

37. What was the ultimate cause of Nesbitt's death?

38. Explain Steve's conversation with O'Brien and why he is troubled.

39. How does Steve view guilt? Do you agree with him? why or why not?

40. Explain what happens when Steve's mother visits him. What effect does the visit
have on Steve?
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